2010 ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM INTRODUCTION TO LATIN EXAMA 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. MARK ANSWERS ON ANSWER SHEET. 

1. Quis est deus in pictura? A) Pluto B) Mars C) Apollo D) Bacchus 


2. Filial devotion describes the devotion of 


. A) a husband for his wife 



B) a teacher for her students C) a general for his country D) a child for her parents 

3. A post mortem examination is held A) behind a curtain B) after death C) secretly D) before morning 

4. An example of an amphitheater is the A) Colosseum B) Via Appia C) Mare Nostrum D) Forum 

5. Who was the Roman goddess of wisdom who sprang fully-armored from Jupiter’s forehead? 

A) Diana B) Venus C) Vesta D) Minerva 

6. An auditory learner would learn best through A) writing flashcards B) building a model 

C) listening to the teacher D) reading outlines 

7. The Latin abbreviation i.e. (id est) means 
A) that is B) and others C) in the end D) each year 

8. What expression would a teacher use to dismiss a group of students? 

A) Adsum B) Sic semper tyrannis C) Quid est nomen tibi D) Valete omnes 

9. Quot porci sunt in pictura? A) tres B) quattuor C) duo D) quinque 

10. Roman artists and poets were inspired by a group of nine Muses. 

A) IV B) V C) IX D) X 

11. Locate Sicilia on the map. A) 2 B) 4 C) 6 D) 8 

12. Locate Graecia on the map. A) 1 B) 3 C) 5 D) 7 

QUESTIONS 13 - 30 TELL A SHORT STORY. 

MARCUS AND JULIUS 



11 , 12 . 



13. Marcus et Iulius sunt amici. A) am B) are C) is D) be 

14. Duo amici in Insula habitant. A) The friends B) Good friends C) Many friends D) The two friends 

15. Aqua circum Insulam est mala. A) around B) on C) near D) across 

16. Est rivus in Insula et aqua in rivo est_. A) bonam B) bona C) bona D) bonae 

17. _magnam silvam habet. A) Insulam B) Insula C) Insulae D) Insula 

18. Marcus in casa prope silvam habitat. A) around a hut B) into a hut C) behind a hut D) in a hut 

19. Marcus in parvo horto semper laborat. A) well B) now C) always D) often 

20. Nunc Marcus in rivo natare amat. A) to swim B) swim C) is swimming D) was swimming 

21. Iulius hortum Marci semper laudat. A) Marcus B) by Marcus C) of Marcus D) from Marcus 

22. Olim Iulius post silvam habitabat . A) was living B) is living C) am living D) to live 

23. Nunc Itibus in magna villa inter silvam et rivum habitat. A) near B) behind C) outside D) between 

24. Iulius in tablino sedet; multam pecuniam numerat . A) I count B) he counts C) you count D) they count 
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25. Duo amici ambulare in silva amant . A) used to love B) love C) to love D) loved 

26. Hodie Marcus villam Iuli visitat. A) Now B) Always C) Today D) Once 

27. “Cur tu in villa tua manes?” Marcus rogat. A) Why B) When C) Who D) How many 

28. Marcus nuntiat, “ Ego ad rivum ambulo.” A) You B) We C) They D) I 

29. “ Manesne quod amicos tuos exspectas?” A) Are you staying B) Stay C) To stay D) Were you staying 

30. Iiilius Marco respondet, “Minime, tecum ambulo.” A) by Marcus B) of Marcus C) Marcus D) to Marcus 


RE AD THE REST OF THE STORY AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. 

APROBLEM BETWEEN FRIENDS 


Duo amici ad rivum ambulant. Marcus pecuniam 1 

in media via videt et clamat, “Specta pecuniam in via!” 2 

Iiilius ad pecuniam festinat. Pecuniam in manu tenet 3 

et clamat, “Pecunia est mea!” 4 

“Sed ego primus pecuniam videbam,” Marcus respondet. 5 

Mox amici pugnant . Nauta venit. Amicos videt et clamat, 6 

“ Nolite pugnare! Necesse est vobis certare !” 7 

Mius dicit, “Nos circum Insulam navigare debemus .” 8 

“Minime! Ego natare volo ,” Marcus respondet. 9 

Nauta dicit, "Marcus natare debet et Iulius navigare debet.” 10 
“Ita vero!” amici clamant. 11 

Nauta signum dat et amici ad aquam festinant. Ventus est 12 
bonus; Iulius celerius navigat. Sed mox ventus desinit , et 13 
Marcus primus metam contingit . 14 

Nauta clamat, “Marcus est victor!" et Marco pecuniam dat. 15 


manu = hand 


Mox = Soon; pugnant = fight 

Nolite = Don’t; certare = to hold a contest 

debemus = we ought 

natare volo = I want to swim 


Ventus = The wind 

celerius = faster; desinit = stops 

metam contingit = touches the finish line 


31. In lines 1-2, Marcus shouts because he is A) afraid B) excited C) sad D) embarrassed 

32. What does Marcus teli Julius to do (line 2)? A) run B) hide C) look D) swim 

33. What does Julius hold in his hand (line 3)? A) food B) a letter C) an oar D) money 

34. In line 4, what does Julius decide to do with this item? A) share it B) hide it C) keep it D) throw it away 

35. In line 5, what does Marcus claim about the item? A) he saw it first B) he dropped it C) it is bad luck 
D) it belongs to someone else 

36. In lines 6-7, what does the sailor do after he stops the fight? A) steals a boat B) offers a solution 
C) gets help D) sails quickly away 

37. What kind of race does Julius propose (line 8)? A) foot B) chariot C) boat D) horse 

38. In line 11, Ita vero indicates the friends are A) questioning B) arguing C) complaining D) agreeing 

39. How does the race begin (line 12)? A) The friends shout, “Go!” B) The sailor gives a signal 
C) Marcus sounds a trumpet D) Julius waves a flag 

40. In lines 12-14, why does Marcus win the race? A) the weather changes B) he knows a short cut 
C) the boat hits a rock D) the sailor helps Marcus 
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2010 ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM LATINI IEXAM B 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. MARK ANSWERS ON ANSWER SHEET. 

1. Canes equos in campo semper spectabant . A) will watch B) did watch C) are watching D) were watching 

2. Cornelius clamavit, “ Curre ad casam celeriter!” A) Run B) I will run C) You are running D) To run 

3. Cives Romani consulem ad oppidum matris miserunt. A) to his mother B) of his mother C) for his mother 
D) with his mother 

4. Liberi in_cum familia habitabant. A) urbs B) urbis C) urbem D) urbe 

5. Olim vinum in culina servavimus . A) we keep B) we kept C) we were keeping D) we will keep 

6. Ego in magna villa habito; ubi tu habitas? A) we B) they C) you D) I 

7. In magno mari_navigant. A) piratae B) piratas C) piratis D) piratarum 

8. Heri puellae musicam pulchram_. A) audite B) audit C) audiebant D) audire 

9. Ianuae villarum non sunt_. A) latarum B) latas C) latis D) latae 

10. Ponite,_, vestras togas in cubiculo. A) puer B) pueri C) pueros D) pueris 

11. Agricola per silvam ambulat. A) around the forest B) behind the forest C) near the forest 
D) through the forest 

12. Neque miles neque legatus in castris manebat. A) Either...or B)Both...and C) Neither...nor 
D) Not only.. .but also 

13. Prhna luce milites ad provinciam iter faciebant. A) At dusk B)Atnoon C) At dawn D) At midnight 

14. Cur, pueri, in magno theatro_non timetis? A) canto B) cantare C) cantabam D) cantat 

15. Poetae Romanis fabulas de viris claris narrabant. A) to the Romans B) by the Romans C) of the Romans 
D) with the Romans 

16. Your teacher says, “Veni ad tabulam.” What are you being asked to do? A) Go to the board 
B) Study your vocabulary C) Put your books on the floor D) Go to your seat 

17. Gladiatores in amphitheatro pugnabunt . A) used to fight B) have fought C) do fight D) will fight 

18. What is an appropriate answer to the question, “Quis pecuniam in mensa vidit?” A) Quod defessus erat 
B) Filius meus C) Arbor est magna D) In agris 

19. Puella epistulam stilo scripsit. A) for a pen B) of a pen C) with a pen D) near a pen 

20. Which town is NOT located in Italy? A) Pompeii B) Carthage C) Brundisium D) Ostia 

21. When Julia enters her horne she admires the frescoes in the A) atrium, triclinium, peristylium 

B) prandium, ientaculum, cena C) forum, basilica, curia D) bellum, donum, baculum 

22. Who, disguised as an old woman, visited Arachne and challenged her to a weaving contest? 

A) Juno B) Proserpina C) Minerva D) Diana 

23. An appropriate motto for a forestry Service is A) Dum spiro, spero B) Festina lente 

C) Ex libris D) Conservate arbores 

24. Container, retention, and tenable are all derived from A) tenere B) timere C) terrere D) temptare 

25. The stories of Midas, Daphne, and Phaethon involved the god A) Neptune B) Apollo C) Vulcan D) Mercury 

26. Which Latin phrase would most likely appear on a sign in a health club? A) E pluribus unum B) Montani 
semper liberi C) Mens sana in corpore sano D) Ab ovo usque ad mala 
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27. Which date is traditionally recognized as Rome’s birthday? A) March 15, 44 BC B) April 21, 753 BC 
C) January 1, 1 AD D) August 24, 79 AD 

28. Which mountains would a traveler cross if he were going from Rome to Brundisium? A) Alps B) Caucasus 
C) Atlas D) Apennines 

29. Which one of the following was a famous Roman patriot who “left his plow” to save Rome? A) Horatius 

B) Romulus C) Cincinnatus D) Tarpeia 

30. Who feli in love with his own image while staring into a pool of water? A) Echo B) Psyche 

C) Narcissus D) Orpheus 

RE AD THE PASSAGE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. 


THE ROMANS FIND A WAY TO RID THEMSELVES OF A PLAGUE 


Tres annos fuit pestilentia in urbe Roma. Itaque sacerdotes Romani 1 
legatos ad Graeciam miserunt. Legati auxilium ab Aesculapio, deo 2 

sanationis , petebant. Viri Romani ad templum dei venerunt. Subito 3 

Romani serpentem viderunt. Serpens templum relinquebat et ad mare 4 

lente se movebat . Serpens in navem Romanam ascendit. Primo nautae 5 

a nave fugerunt quod erant perterriti. Mox redierunt quod senserunt 6 

serpentem esse deum. Serpens in media nave se celabat . Nautae cibum 7 
et aquam serpenti dederunt. Tandem post sex dies nautae ad urbem 8 

Romam advenerunt. Serpens de nave descendit et ad Insulam in flumine 9 
Tiberi natabat. Propter adventum serpentis, Romani erant laeti quod 10 
pestilentia non iam in urbe erat. 11 


pestilentia = plague; sacerdotes = priests 
legatos = ambassadors 
sanationis = of healing 

se movebat = moved; Primo = At First 
senserunt = realized 
se celabat = hid 


Propter adventum = Because of the 

arrival 


31. The best translation of fuit (line 1) is A) there was B) there will be C) there used to be D) there is 

32. From lines 1-2 we learn that A) priests were sent to Rome B) ambassadors were sent to Greece 
C) Greeks were miserable D) the plague had spread to Greece 

33. According to lines 2-3, Aesculapius was a A) teacher B) general C) politician D) god 

34. According to lines 3-4, the visitors A) were slowly attacked by a resident B) suddenly saw a snake 
C) quickly ran back to the ship D) immediately pulled out their weapons 

35. The best translation of templum relinquebat (line 4) is A) the temple remained B) destroyed the temple 

C) the temple shook D) left the temple 

36. According to lines 5-6, the sailors A) sailed to Rome B) hid in a temple C) searched for the snake 

D) fled from the boat 

37. According to lines 6-7, why did the Romans return? A) They had killed the snake B) They saw a larger snake 
C) They thought the snake was a god D) The priest ordered them to return 

38. According to lines 7-8, the Romans A) killed the snake B) fed the snake C) ate the snake D) imprisoned 
the snake 

39. From lines 8-9 we learn that the journey to Rome lasted A) a month B) a week C) six days D) three years 

40. In honor of the snake there stili exists today on the island in the Tiber River a A) hospital B) prison 
C) library D) fort 
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2010 ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM LATIN II 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. MARK ANSWERS ON ANSWER SHEET. 


II EXAM C 


1. Proserpina cum Plutone totum annum non manet. A) for the whole year B) in the whole year C) of the whole year 
D) after a whole year 

2. Milites viam munientes diligenter laborabant. A) diligent B) more diligent C) diligently D) most diligently 

3. Sacerdos aram in templo nobis demonstrabit. A) our B)byus C)withus D) to us 

4. Quomodo exercitus noster urbem ab illis oppugnantibus defendet? A) How B) Why C) When D) Where 

5. Senatores ad Curiam cras convocabuntur . A) will be summoned B) were summoning C) will summon D) are summoned 

6. Ille parvus servus fortior est viris qui fugerunt. A) by the men B) than the men C) with the men D) to the men 

7. Puellae cum sororibus ad finitimum oppidum eunt . A) are going B) will go C) went D) had gone 

8. Ludi a Romanis in amphitheatro spectati sunt. A) from the Romans B) by the Romans C) to the Romans 
D) with the Romans 

9. Quibus dominus hoc negotium dabit? A) Who B) Whom C) To whom D) With whom 

10. Ubi urbs tuta videbatur, feminae ad eam redierunt. A) to it B)tous C) to him D) to them 

11. Tribuni de periculis plebem monuerant . A) were warning B) have wamed C) had warned D) shall have wamed 

12. Dux civibus in foro haec dixit. A) those people B) these things C) that woman D) to these men 

13. Fratrem meum futurum esse bonum maritum credo. A) is B) was C) had been D) will be 

14. Magister numero epistularum a pueris scriptarum delectatus est. A) write B) written C) about to write D) to be written 

15. Cenae coqui nostri pessimae sunt. A) very good B) very large C) very small D)verybad 

16. Matres virtutem filiorum laudant qui pro patria pugnabant. Qui refers to A) matres B) virtutem 

C) filiorum D) patria 

17. Cicero scit_ad Forum venire. A) amicus B) amicum C) amico D) amicis 

18. Mosquitoes are among the most common aestival pests. A) summertime B) disease-bearing C) fast-multiplying D) flying 

19. What hero in quest of the golden fleece sowed a field with dragon teeth from which sprang armed men whom he had to 
defeat? A) Theseus B) Jason D) Daedalus D) Perseus 

20. The Rubicon River separated A) Spain from Gaul B) North Africa from Egypt C) Macedonia from Greece 

D) Italy from Gaul 

21. Which happened first according to Roman history and tradition? A) Rome defeated Carthage in the Punic Wars 

B) Octavian defeated Mare Antony at Actium C) Julius Caesar marched on Rome D) Horatius defended Rome from the 
Etruscans 

22. Quirinal, Viminal, Palatine, and Aventine are names of A) sections of the Underworld B) rivers in Greece 

C) hilis in Rome D) divisions of Italy 

23. Which Latin motto could well accompany an offlcial warning? A) Ab ovo usque ad mala B) Dum spiro spero 
C) Amor omnia vincit D) Verbum sapienti sat est 

24. What would someone most likely say to a friend whom he has not seen for a long time? A) Quaenam est tempestas? 

B) Bene respondisti C) Mihi videtur D) Quid novi? 
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25. Who was Odysseus’wife who waited twenty years for his retum from the Trojan War? A) Circe B) Penelope 

C) Medea D) Eurydice 

26. The treasurer of the company is a member of the finance committee on the basis of his position . A) ex officio 

B) in absentia C) sine die D) pro tempore 

27. Where would Roman soldiers gather to exercise or train? A) Appian Way B) Roman Forum C) Campus Martius 

D) Capitoline Hili 

RE AD THE PASSAGE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. 

WHAT IS THE BEST PATH TO SUCCESS? 

The power ofmagic revectis the true character of a man. 

Olim habitabat in Lydia regis pastor, Gyges nomine. Quodam die, oves 
curans, corpus hominis magnitudine inusitata invenit. In digito huius hominis 
fuit anulus aureus quem Gyges extraxit et in suo digito posuit. Ubi gemmam 
huius anuli ad suam palmam verterat, Gyges a nullo videbatur, sed ipse omnia 
videre poterat. Postquam gemmam a palma in locum reverterat, omnes eum 
rursus videre poterant. Itaque auxilio huius anuli, regem interfecit, et removit 
eos quos obstare putabat. Nemo eum in his maleficiis videre potuit quod 
gemmam ad palmam verterat. Sic statim pastor factus est rex Lydiae. 

Possumusne illum Gygem sapientem iudicare? Minime! Vir sapiens semper 
bonus vir est etiam si nemo eum observare potest. Honesta, non occulta , a 
viris sapientibus quaeruntur. 

Based on Cicero, De Officiis, III. ix 

28. In line 1, we leam that Gyges was the king’s A) shepherd B) teacher C) weaver D) general 

29. The best translation of curans (line 2) is A) to tend B) having been tended C) about to tend D) tending 

30. What did Gyges fmd (line 2)? A) sheep B) a body C) a box D) armor 

31. What was unusual about what he found? A) the location B) the size C) the smell D) the color 

32. What object did Gyges remove (line 3)? A) a gleaming sword B) a curved hom C) a golden ring D) a leather sandal 

33. What did Gyges do with this object (line 3)? A) he put it on himself B) he hid it C) he showed it off 

D) he worshipped it 

34. In line 4, suam refers to A) the king B) Gyges C) the sheep D) the gem 

35. What advantage did this object give Gyges (lines 3-4)? A) riches B) strength C) invisibility D) wisdom 

36. In lines 6-7 (removit...putabat), Gyges A) blocked those trying to kill the king B) interfered with his successors 

C) stood in the way of progress D) eliminated those he thought were obstructing him 

37. What position in Lydia did Gyges acquire (line 8)? A) king B) richest man C) wisest man D) greatest general 

38. Line 8 (Sic... Lydiae) telis us that this happened A) happily B) suspiciously C) chaotically D) immediately 

39. Possumusne (line 9) is best translated A) Why can’t we? B) Aren’t we able? C) Are we able? D) How can we? 

40. According to lines 9-11, a wise man A) searches for ways to help others B) acts honestly when there are no witnesses 
C) treats others as he would like to be treated D) leams from his past mistakes 


1 Quodam = certain; oves = sheep 

2 inusitata = unusual 

3 gemmam = gem 

4 

5 

6 rursus = again 

7 obstare = were standing in the way 

8 

9 sapientem = wise 

10 etiam si = even if; occulta = secret things 

11 
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2010 ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM LATIN III 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. MARK ANSWERS ON ANSWER SHEET. 


III EXAM D 


1. Cicerone vigilante, Catilina non fiet consul. A) does not become B) was not made C) will not become 
D) had not been made 

2. Non facillimum est subito deponere amorem longum. A) very easy B) easier C) rather easy D) easy 

3. Augustus princeps Athenis saepe moratus est. A)ffomAthens B)nearAthens C)inAthens D) to Athens 

4. Numquam bellum gerere cupiamus ! A) We have never wanted B) May we never wish C) We will never wish 
D) We never want 

5. Caesar milites in silvam inveniendae aquae causa misit. A) because of lack of water B) because they found water 
C) to fmd water D) to cause the water to flow 

6. Pater filiis imperavit ne ad flumen Irent. A) The sons told their father to go to the river. B) The father ordered his 
sons not to go to the river. C) The father was not commanded to go with his sons to the river. D) The father 

did not ask his sons to leave the river. 

7. Quisque territus exclamavit. “Eheu! Caelum cadit!” A) Any frightened person B) A certain terrified lady 
C) Why did the frightened man D) Each terrified person 

8. Apud nos omnes bene cenant. A)Atourhouse B) On account of us C) Among ours D) Forus 

9. Oportet nobis optimum facere . A) We will try to do our best. B) It is proper for us to do our best. 

C) Our best is important to us. D) Let’s make sure to do our best. 

10. Caesar solus e castris excessit ut consilium caperet . A) to capture the consul B) to seek advice C) to make a plan 

D) to give comfort 

11. Pecunia auxilio servis erit . A) There will be money for the helpful slaves. B) The slaves will be as helpful as money. 
C) The slaves will help themselves to the money. D) The money will be a help to the slaves. 

12. Equus alterius pueri pulcherrimus est. A) the other boy's B) other boys C) for the other boy D) to the other boys 

13. Boves in agris vel stabant vel currebant. A) neither.. .nor B) either... or C) whether.. .or D) not only.. .but also 

14. Augustus credidit se Romam pulcherrimam reddidisse . A) makes B) made C) had made D) would make 

15. Horatius quam diutissime pontem defendit. A) as long as possible B) how long C) what a long time D) longer 

16. Templo aedificato , artifices laudabantur. A) By the building of the temple B) After the temple had been built 
C) I am building the temple D) While the temple was being built 

17. Versus poetae recitandi sunt . A) are reciting B) have been recited C) must be recited D) are being recited 

18. The Roman god Janus was unique for his A) two faces B) winged feet C) single eye D) ability to change shape 

19. Marsha’s court battle was a Pyrrhic victory. A) It was sweet revenge. B) It was a complete and utter victory. 

C) It indicated that she was innocent. D) It cost her more to win than it was worth. 

20. An ancient Roman discussing conclamatio, rogus, imagines, toga pulla, and laudatio would most likely 
be speaking of a A) funeral B) wedding C) coming of age ceremony D) birthday 

21. What sorceress fled from Colchis with Jason and the Argonauts? A) Circe B) Calypso C) Medea D) Sibyl 

22. John replied to his sister when she criticized his choice of mustard over ketchup: A) Manus manum lavat 
B) De gustibus non est disputandum C) De mortuis nil nisi bonum D) Mens sana in coipore sano 

23. According to its Latin root, agenda means things A) to be remembered B) to fmd C) to be done D) to list 

24. Victories over the Roman army at the Ticinus River, the Trebia River and Cannae were won by A) Vercingetorix 
B) Hannibal C) Cleopatra D) Lars Porsena 
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25. The Rubicon River served as the boundary between A) Gaul and Germany B) Gaul and Spain 
C) Italy and Germany D) Italy and Gaul 

26. Which hili of Rome served as its citadel and a place of refuge for citizens when they were besieged by the Gauls 
in 390 B.C.? A) Viminal B) Caelian C) Aventine D) Capitoline 

RE AD THE PASSAGE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. 

A COW FORETELLS THE FUTURE 
A Sabine farmer brings his miraculous cow to Rome for sacrifice. 

Quaedam bos mirae magnitudinis prodigium habita est . Vates enim nuntiaverunt, 1 
“ Quisquis hanc bovem Dianae sacrificaverit, illius civitas rectura est omnes 2 

terras.” Agricola Sabinus sperabat hanc miram bovem daturam esse potestatem 3 
civitati suae. Prima die sacrificio apta, agricola bovem Romam ad templum 4 

Dianae secum duxit et eam ante aram statuit. Interim eadem verba ad sacerdotem 5 
templi Dianae pervenerant. Ibi sacerdos Romanus, cum mira magnitudo et fama 6 
bovis eum movissent, memor illorum verborum, Sabinum ita adloquitur: “Num, 7 
tu, hospes , inceste sacrificium Dianae facere paras? Quin tu antea flumine Tiberi, 8 
quod in proxima valle fluit, te purgas ?” Hospes, religione tactus, qui omnia facere 9 
rite cupiebat, ut eventus prodigio responderet, statim descendit ad Tiberim. 10 

Interea hospite absente sacerdos Romanus bovem Dianae sacrificavit. 11 

Livy, Ab Urbe Condita 1.45 (adapted) 

27. The cow (line 1) is impressive because of its A) color B) voice C) origin D) size 

28. According to lines 2-3 (Quisquis...terras), what does the one who sacrifices the cow eam for his state? 

A) praise from the king B) control over all lands C) great wealth D) favor of the gods 

29. In line 2, rectura est is best translated A) has ruled B) might rule C) will be ruled D) is going to rule 

30. In line 4, suae refers to A) the Sabine farmer B) Diana C) the amazing cow D) the omen 

31. According to lines 4-5 (Prima...duxit), the farmer brought the cow to Rome A) when he had first finished plowing 
the fields B) on the first day of summer C) on the first suitable day for sacrifice D) after he had stolen it and fled 

32. In lines 5-6 (Interim...pervenerant), the Roman priest A) had stolen the cow B) had attacked the Sabine farmer 
C) had heard the omen about the cow D) had fled to the temple of Diana 

33. In lines 6-7 (cum...movisset), the Roman priest was A) saddened by the cow’s death B) impressed by the cow’s 
size and reputation C) confused by the prophecy of the cow D) alarmed at the people’s reaction to the cow 

34. In line 6, cum is best translated A) in order that B) with C) since D) while 

35. Num...paras (lines 7-8) is best translated A) You are not preparing ... are you? B) Are you preparing? 

C) Why are you preparing? D) You are never prepared,.. .are you? 

36. What does the Roman priest suggest that the Sabine farmer do (Quin...purgas, lines 8-9)? A) cleanse himself 
in the Tiber B) bathe the cow in the river C) offer a prayer to the gods D) cover his head with a clean garment 

37. Lines 9-10 indicate that the Sabine farmer wants to A) cancel the sacrifice B) do everything correctly 
C) perform the sacrifice as quickly as possible D) summon the crowd to watch 

38. The ut in line 10 is best translated A) when B) how C) as if D) so that 

39. What does the Roman priest do when the Sabine leaves (line 11)? A) replaces the cow with another one 

B) chases the cow away C) hides the cow inside the temple D) sacrifices the cow himself 

40. At the end of the passage, we leam that the priesfs motive in addressing the Sabine farmer (lines 7-9) is to 
A) trick him B) praise him C) kill him D) help him 
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prodigium...est = was considered an omen; 
Quisquis = whoever Vates = soothsayers 

aram = altar 
memor = mindful of 

hospes = stranger; inceste = impurely; Quin = 
purgas = you purify Why not 

rite = according to ritual 











2010 ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM LATIN III-IV PROSE III EXAM E 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. MARK ANSWERS ON ANSWER SHEET. IV EXAM G 

1. Consul duas naves Alexandriani mittit. A) of Alexandria B) to Alexandria C) at Alexandria D) from Alexandria 

2. Vidimus multos canes similes illis . A) of those B) by those C) from those D) to those 

3. Marcus amicis rogantibus de itinere non respondebat. A) asking B) having been asked C)abouttoask D) to be asked 

4. Timor poenae saepe peior est poena ipsa. A) better B) smaller C) larger D) worse 

5. Tres puellae in campo carpendorum florum causa errabant. A) without picking flowers B) by means of picking flowers 

C) for the sake of picking flowers D) although there were flowers to be picked 

6. Agrippina, patrem in atrium secuta , omnes amicos salutavit. A) following B) having followed C) about to follow 

D) to be followed 

7. Nisi veneris ad nos, ad te veniemus. A) Because you are coming B) If you do not come C) Do not come 
D) Although you are coming 

8. Semper contra hostes_usus sum. A) clementia B) clementiae C) clementiam D) clementia 

9. Lars Porsenna militibus imperavit ut Romam oppugnarent . A) to attack Rome B) because Rome must be attacked 

C) as they were attacking Rome D) that Rome was attacking 

10. Marcus Antonius in Foro cras orationem habebit . A) will stop the speech B) will give a speech C) will avoid the speech 

D) will hear a speech 

11. Accidit ut princeps adsit. A) It happens B) It is convenient C) It is permitted D) It seems good 

12. Cornelia dixit filios esse gemmas suas . A) would be her jewels B) were her jewels C) had been her jewels 
D) will be her jewels 

13. Epistula lecta, mater mea multo laetior facta est. A) happier than most B) rather happy C) very happy D) much happier 

14. Aliquis ex vobis hoc esse verum dicat. A) No one B) Someone C) That very one D) Each one 

15. Caesar dicitur in Theatro Pompei necatus esse . A) to have killed B) to be killed C) to be about to kill 
D) to have been killed 

16. ST nuntius rediisset, victoriam nuntiavisset . A) he had announced B) he was announcing C) he might announce 
D) he would have announced 

17. Gaius Manilius auxilio legioni ad Galliam missus est. A) as an aid for the legion B) by an aid of the legion C) for the 
legion’s aid D) with an aid in the legion 

18. Phidippides currendo celerrime ad urbem pervenit. A) for running B) of running C) by running D) for the sake of running 

19. Identify the figure of speech in the following sentence: Multa mala, multa falsa, multa invita verba audita sunt. 

A) anaphora B) simile C) polysyndeton D) metaphor 

20. Bithynia, Pontus, and Cilicia were Roman provinces located in A) Hispania B) Africa C) Asia D) Gallia 

21. The speaker extolled her brother’s accomplishments. Extolled comes from the Latin verb that means A) to mock 

B) to ignore C) to list D) to lift up 

22. What Roman office, filled in times of extreme need or danger, was held for only a maximum of six months and allowed the 
officer to operate outside the authority of the other magistrates and senate? A) dictator B) praetor C) aedile D) censor 

23. To which age of Latin literature do Tacitus, Petronius, Seneca, and Pliny the Younger belong? A) Golden B) Silver 

C) Medieval D) Renaissance 

24. Before the big interview, Robert polished up his c.v. or resume. The abbreviation c.v. is short for curriculum_. 

A) valetudinis B) vivum C) vitae D) verum 
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25. What beautiful girl sparked the jealously of Venus and was married to a “monster” whom she later discovered to be Cupid? 
A) Psyche B) Echo C) Daphne D) Thisbe 

26. A Latin student exclaims, “Me taedet huius pensi!” She thinks her homework is A) interesting B) confusing C) fun 
D) boring 

27. Who was the Roman general, politician, and member of the First Triumvirate, who acquired a great amount of wealth and 
was defeated by the Parthians at Carrhae? A) Tarquinius Priscus B) Cicero C) Crassus D) Cato the Elder 

28. What is the term for the mythological creature that is half-man and half-horse? A) satyr B) griffin C) centaur D) triton 

RE AD THE PASSAGE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. 

THE DESTRUCTION OF NICOMEDIA 
A terrible earthquake in A.D. 358 claims many lives. 

Primo lucis ortu a.d. IX Kal. Sept. densi nubium nigrarum globi laetam solis lucem 1 
confuderunt . Mox furentes incubuerunt urbi venti, cuius impetu auditus est montium 2 
gemitus. Haec secutus, horrificus terrae tremor urbem ipsam et loca suburbana 3 

evertit. Statim, quoniam in clivo collium aedes pleraeque stabant, aliae super alias 4 
concidere sonitu ruinarum immenso. Tectorum culmina variis hominum clamoribus 5 
resonabant, coniuges llberosque quaeritantium . Multi aedium cadentium sub ipsis 6 
interiere ponderibus. Quidam, collo tenus obruti , cum superesse possent si qui 7 

iuvissent, auxilii inopia necabantur. Alii lignorum exstantium acuminibus fixi 8 

pendebant. Ono ictu caesi complures, paulo ante homines, nunc cadaverum acervi 9 
cernebantur. Et superesse potuisset aedium hominumque pars maior, nisi rapido 10 
cursu ignes per quinque dies et noctes, quidquid consumi poterat, exussissent . 11 

Ammianus Marcellinus, Rerum Gestarum Libri 17.7.2-8 (adapted) 

29. Primo...ortu (line 1) indicates that the disaster began A) at sunrise B) in the middle of the night C) late in the day 
D) at noon 

30. According to line 1, the date the earthquake occurred was A)August21 B) August 24 C) September 9 D) September 23 

31. In lines 1-2, we leam that A) people gathered everywhere B) the sunlight was glaring C) celebrations were in progress 
D) dark clouds obscured daylight 

32. In line 2, furentes describes A) the people B) the city C) the winds D) the clouds 

33. Lines 2-4 (Mox...evertit) reveal that A) the city and suburbs were spared B) the winds destroyed everything 
C) the winds preceded a devastating earthquake D) the horrific quake was diverted from the city and suburbs 

34. We leam in lines 4-5 that A) many buildings with sloping roofs were safe B) many buildings on the slopes slid into each 
other C) the population ran to the hilis in great confusion D) the hilis proved a safe place to be 

35. In line 6, quaeritantium describes A) women seeking shelter B) children seeking their parents C) people seeking their 
spouses and children D) people seeking the roof tops 

36. Lines 6-7 (Multi...ponderibus) indicate that many people perished A) crushed by their falling houses B) falling off the 
roofs of their houses C) weighed down with possessions from their houses D) because they feli into deep crevices 

37. In lines 7-8, cum...iuvissent is best translated A) when they could have helped anyone B) if anyone could have been 
helped C) while those who had survived could help D) though they could have survived if anyone had helped 

38. Alii...pendebant (lines 8-9) describes A) people impaled on shaip timbers B) people searching through jagged lumber 
C) people defending their property with sharp stakes D) people collecting splintered firewood from the ruins 

39. Lines 9-10 (Uno...cernebantur) indicate that those people who were stmck so suddenly, were now A) either helping or 
dying B) pulling bodies from the rubble C) simply seen as heaps of bodies D) witnessing a scene of destruction and death 

40. Lines 10-11 (nisi...exussissent) reveal that A) the final blow came from people setting fires and looting B) disease spread 
rapidly like a consuming fire C) after the quake, quick and destmctive fires raged D) the majority of people and buildings 
survived 


globi = masses 

confuderunt = obscured; incubuerunt = feli on 

clivo = slope; pleraeque = very many 
culmina = peaks 

quaeritantium = seeking repeatedly 
interiere = died; collo tenus = up to their neck; 
acuminibus = by the points obruti = covered 

Uno ictu = by one blow; acervi = heaps 

exussissent = had burned up 
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2010 ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM LATIN III-IV POETRY IIIEXAMF 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. MARK ANSWERS ON ANSWER SHEET. IV EXAM H 


1. Atalanta tam celeriter in certamine cucurrit ut multos viros veloces superaret . A) she defeated B) she will defeat 
C) she must defeat D) she was being defeated 

2. Prima luce socii in silvam venatum Ibunt. A) are hunting B) to hunt C) must hunt D) by hunting 

3. Classis lltora nota petens vela dabat. A) seeking the familiar shores B) about to seek the familiar shores 

C) in order to seek the familiar shores D) having sought the familiar shores 

4. Poeta malus quam plurimos versus cotidie scribit. A) very many lines B) many more lines C) as many lines as possible 

D) many lines 

5. Hic orator saepe sperabat mirifice se locutum esse . A) that he was speaking B) that he would speak C) that he had spoken 
D) that he was speaking to himself 

6. Hoc flumen omnibus enavigandum est. A) in all B) of ali C) with all D) by ali 

7. Gladiator leoni dixit “ Nunc morere !” A)“Nowdie” B)“Todienow” C) “He now died” D) “They now die” 

8. Fama vires eundo acquirit. A) to go B) by going C) of going D) about to go 

9. Dum haec aguntur , dux arcem petivit. A) While these things should be done B) While these things had been done 

C) While these things were being done D) While these things must be done 

10. SI Vergilius hodie viveret, omnia miraretur. A) were living B) had lived C) would live D) is living 

11. Cedamus Phoebo et meliora sequamur. A) better things B) the greatest things C) more things 

D) the most important things 

12. Rogabat cur umquam ex urbe cessissent . A) they were going B) they should go C) they will go D) they had gone 

13. Sacerdos cives de periculo moniturus erat . A) had wamed B) should wam C) was waming D) was about to wam 

14. Pater felix epistulam de die natali filioli sui scripsit. A) of his little son B) of his nephew C) of his daughter 
D) of his niece 

15. Quaedam carmina sunt bona, plura mala. A) Whichever poems B) Certain poenis C) Any poenis D)Suchpoems 

16. Tertia hora Sacra Via Ibam. A) After the third hour B) For three hours C) At the third hour D) After three hours 

17. Quae prima exordia sumat? Quid agat ? A) What is he doing? B) What did he do? C) What had he done? 

D) What should he do? 

18. Venti, velut agmine facto, fluctus ad lltora volvunt. A) after B) because C) just as if D) and therefore 

19. Vir magnae pietatis vi superum actus erat. A) the god B)ofthegods C) the gods D)ofthegod 

20. A ferrous compound contains A) lead B) gold C) silver D) iron 

21. What king of Mycenae was murdered by his wife Clytemnestra after he retumed victorious from the Trojan War? 

A) Odysseus B) Agamemnon C) Menelaus D) Achilles 

22. If zoologists are studying specimens in both a formicary and an aviary, what are they investigating? 

A) ants and birds B) spiders and birds C) ants and apes D) spiders and apes 

23. The students shouted, “Gaudeamus!” because they were A) distraught B) surprised C) fearM D) happy 

24. Baucis and Philemon were tumed into A) birds B) flowers C) trees D) animals 

25. What philosophy is reflected in the “Carpe diem” theme of many poenis by Horaee? A) mysticism B) epicureanism 
C) nihilism D) atheism 
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26. Ubinam gentium sunt Bithynia, Pontus, et Phrygia? A) in Europa B) in Gallia C) in Germania D) in Asia 

27. Augustus took the title princeps which means A) victorious general B) first Citizen C) consul-elect D) chief priest 

RE AD THE PASSAGE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. 


AN UNEXPECTED ENCOUNTER 
The Trojan Euryalus, carrying a helmet that he has taken as loot, 
meets a band ofLatin cavalrymen under the command ofVolcens. 


Interea praemissi equites ex urbe Latina, 1 

cetera dum legio campis Instructa moratur, 2 

Ibant et Turno regi responsa ferebant, 3 

ter centum, scutati otnnes, Volcente magistro. 4 

Iatnque propinquabant castris tnurosque subibant 5 

cum procul hos laevo flectentes limite cernunt, 6 

et galea Euryalum sublustri noctis in umbra 7 

prodidit immemorem radiisque adversa refulsit. 8 

Haud temere est visum . Conclamat ab agmine Volcens: 9 
'State, viri. Quae causa viae? Qulve estis in annis? 10 
Quove tenetis iter?' Nihil illi tendere contra, 11 

sed celerare fugam in silvas et fidere nocti. 12 

Vergil, Aene id IX: 367-379 


equites = (Latin) cavalry 

Turnus = the leader of the enemy forces 

hos = Euryalus and his friend Nisus; laevo...Hmite = on the left path 
sublustri = gleaming faintly 
prodidit = betrayed 

Haud temere est visum = It did not go unnoticed 


28. In lines 1-2 (Interea...moratur), we leam that the rest of the Latin legion A) has retumed to the city 

B) was collecting supplies C) has been drawn up on the plain D) was searching for the cavalry 

29. What is the scansion of the first four feet of line 2? A) DDSD B) DDSS C) DSSD D) DSDS 

30. According to line 3, the cavalry was A) taking messages to Tumus B) preparing for battle C) leaving camp 
D) declaring Tumus their king 

31. In line 4, ter centum, scutati omnes describes A) Tumus B) the legion C) the cavalry D)theTrojans 

32. What is the figure of speech in line 6? A) interlocked word order B) transferred epithet C) litotes D) metonymy 

33. In lines 7-8, the poet A) describes the dangers of the rough terrain B) highlights Euryalus’ devotion to duty 

C) indicates that the sun is rising D) contrasts the dark night with the bright reflection of the helmet 

34. Why is Euryalus described as immemorem in line 8? A) he has lost his way on the path B) he is unaware that the sun 
is rising C) he is unmindful of the reflection of the helmet D) he is unmindful of his companion’s fate 

35. In line 8, adversa modifies A) limite (line 6) B) galea (line 7) C) umbra (line 7) D) agmine (line 9) 

36. What does Volcens ask the Trojans in line 10 (“State...viae”)? A) Where are the enemy? B) Where are your weapons? 
C) Which is the right road? D) Why do you joumey here? 

37. In line 10, Qulve is best translated A)Bywhom B)Orwho C) Who also D) Whom indeed 

38. In line 11 (Nihil illi tendere contra), we leam that the Trojans A) rebuked Volcens B) tumed their backs 
C) said nothing D) begged for mercy 

39. The subject of the historical infmitives tendere (line 11), celerare (line 12), and fidere (line 12) is A) viae (line 10) 

B) causa (line 10) C) iter (line 11) D) illi (line 11) 

40. It is ciear from lines 11-12 (Nihil...noctI) that the Trojans are A) questioning their strength B) fleeing swiftly 

C) rejoicing in victory D) preparing to surrender 
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2010 ACL/NJCL NATIONAL LATIN EXAM LATIN V-VI 

RE AD THE PASSAGES AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS. 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER FROM A, B, C, OR D. MARK ANSWER ON ANSWER SHEET. 


V EXAM 5 

VI EXAM 6 


TRANSFORMATION 

Cadmus and his wifefind a new and different life together 

Sibilat : hanc illi vocem Natura reliquit. 1 Sibilat: subject is Cadmus 

Nuda manu feriens exclamat pectora coniunx : 2 coniunx = wife of Cadmus 

'Cadme, mane teque, Infelix, his exue monstris! 3 exue = strip off (+ ablative) 

Cadme, quid hoc? ubi pes, ubi sunt umerique manusque 4 
et color et facies et, dum loquor, omnia? cur non 5 

me quoque, caelestes, in eandem vertitis anguem? 6 

Dixerat, ille suae lambebat coniugis ora 7 lambebat = was licking 

inque sinus caros, velutl cognosceret, Ibat 8 

et dabat amplexus adsuetaque colla petebat. 9 

Quisquis adest (aderant comites) terretur; at illa 10 

lubrica permulcet cristati colla draconis, 11 permulcet = strokes; cristati = crested 

et subito duo sunt iunctoque volumine seipunt, 12 

donec in adpositi nemoris subiere latebras, 13 latebras = hiding places 

nunc quoque nec fugiunt hominem nec vulnere laedunt 14 laedunt = harm 

quidque prius fuerint, placidi meminere dracones. 15 

Ovid, Metamorphoses IV, 589-603 

1. What kind of speech has Nature left to Cadmus (line 1)? A) singing B) hissing C) whispering D) shouting 

2. The scansion of the first four feet of line 2 is A) DDSS B) SDDS C) DSDS D) DDDS 

3. How is Cadmus’ wife described in line 2? A) kneeling B) whispering C) weeping D) beating her breast 

4. In line 2, feriens comes from the Latin word A) ferrum B) fero C) fere D) ferio 

5. The best translation of mane (line 3) is A) in the moming B) and me C) remain D) permanent 

6. The figure of speech in lines 4-5 is A) metaphor B) litotes C) oxymoron D) polysyndeton 

7. In lines 4-6, Cadmus’ wife asks him a series of questions because he A) has become invisible B) is chirping like a bird 
C) is no longer human D) is fleeing from her 

8. In line 5, color refers to Cadmus’ A) clothing B) armor C) complexion D) crown 

9. In lines 5-6 (cur...anguem), Cadmus’wife A) makes a request B) curses the gods C) begs for death D) rejects her husband 

10. Suae, line 7, means A) her B) his C) their D) our 

11. The words velut cognosceret (line 8) and adsueta (line 9) indicate that Cadmus A) sees his wife as a stranger 

B) feels a sudden fear C) feels as he did before D) thinks the gods have deserted him 

12. The subject of the verbs Ibat (line 8), dabat and petebat (line 9) is A) ille (line 7) B) coniugis (7) C)ora(7) D) sinus (8) 

13. Quisquis (line 10) refers to A) seipents B) spectators C) monsters D) the gods 

14. The figure of speech in line 11 is A) interlocked word order B) metaphor C) litotes D) tmesis 

15. In lines 10-11, Cadmus’wife demonstrates A) horror B) helplessness C) tendemess D) puzzlement 

16. Line 12 describes a A) confrontation B) union C) rejection D) reprimand 

17. In line 13, subiere is best translated A) they went into B) to subjugate C) in the underground D) to go under 

18. Vulnere (line 14) suggests A)anarrow B) a club C) a curse D) a bite 

19. The object of meminere (line 15) is A) latebras (line 13) B) vulnere (14) C) dracones (15) D) quidque prius fuerint (15) 

20. In lines 14-15, humans are under no threat because the serpents A) are afraid of humans B) recall their former selves 

C) have been destroyed D) have convinced ali seipents to be friendly to men 
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LOST: A BATTLE AND A HERO 
The Death of Chabrias 

Chabrias autem periit bello sociali tali modo. Oppugnabant 1 

Athenienses Chium . Erat in classe Chabrias privatus, sed 2 Chium = the island of Chios 

omnes , qui in magistratu erant, auctoritate anteibat, eumque 3 omnes = accusative case; in magistratu = in charge 

magis milites quam, qui praeerant, aspiciebant. 4 

Quae res ei maturavit mortem. Nam dum primus studet 5 maturavit = hastened 

portum intrare gubernatoremque iubet eo dirigere navem, 6 

ipse sibi perniciei fuit. Cum enim eo penetrasset, ceterae 7 perniciei = destruction; ceterae = the remaining Athenian ships 

non sunt secutae. Quo facto circumfusus hostium concursu 8 

cum fortissime pugnaret, navis rostro percussa coepit 9 

sidere . Hinc refugere cum posset, si se in mare deiecisset, 10 sidere = to sink 

quod suberat classis Atheniensium, quae exciperet natantes, 11 quod = because 

perire maluit quam armis abiectis navem relinquere, in qua 12 

fuerat vectus. Id ceteri facere noluerunt; qui nando in 13 

tutum pervenerunt. At ille praestare honestam mortem 14 praestare = was superior to 

existimans turpi vitae, comminus pugnans telis hostium 15 comminus = hand to hand 

interfectus est. 16 

Cornelius Nepos, De Viris Illustribus, XII, 4 

21. In line 1, tali modo means A) so great a manner B) in such a way C) only such a thing D) this way just now 

22. From line 2, we learn that Chabrias was on the boat as A) commander of the fleet B) inspector of the the fleet C) owner of this boat 
D) a Citizen, not a military man 

23. Who are omnes qui in magistratu erant (line 3)? A) the fighters from Chios B) the Athenians who stayed in Athens 
C) the military officers on the ship D) the private citizens on the island 

24. In line 3, auctoritate means A) with respect to his authority B) outside his authority C) from his authority D) in spite of his authority 

25. From lines 2-4, we infer that Chabrias A) challenged the soldiers on the ship B) was the most respected man on the ship 

C) looked down on all the others D) thought that he should be commander of the ship 

26. From lines 5-6, we learn that Chabrias wanted to A) be the pilot of the ship B) bring death to the commander of the ship 
C) leave the pilot at the harbor D) enter the harbor before the others 

27. In line 6, eo means A) by him B) to that place C) by so much D) from there 

28. In line 7, ipse sibi perniciei fuit suggests that Chabrias A) was himself suffering from a fatal disease B) brought ruin to the Chians 
themselves C) was the cause of his own death D) killed the pilot of his own ship 

29. Which of these four verbs is a syncopated form? A) penetrasset (line 7) B) pugnaret (line 9) C) posset (line 10) D) deiecisset (line 10) 

30. What happened when Chabrias took his ship into the harbor (lines 7-10)? A) the other Athenian ships followed B) he rammed the 
Chian ship with the beak of his ship C) the Chians fled in disorder D) his ship was surrounded and rammed 

31. In line 9, cum fortissime pugnaret is best translated A) after he had fought very bravely B) while he is fighting very bravely 
C) although he fought very bravely D) because he would fight very bravely 

32. Hinc (line 10) refers to A) the sea B) Athens C) the ship D) Chios 

33. The words si se in mare deiecisset (line 10) indicate that A) Chabrias did not dive into the sea B) the pilot himself feli into the sea 
C) the Athenians cast their enemy into the sea D) one of the Chian sailors threw himself into the sea 

34. Why did the Athenian fleet arrive on the scene (line 11)? A) to pierce through the circle of Chian ships B) to bring more sailors to 

Chabrias’ ship C) to arrest Chabrias and his comrades D) to pick up sailors in the water 

35. In line 12, quam means A) how B) which C) rather than D) so that 

36. In line 12, the best translation of armis abiectis is A) his weapons having been thrown away B) throwing his weapons at those fleeing 
C) if they threw weapons at him D) after he had gathered up his weapons 

37. In line 12, qua refers to A) classis (line 11) B) natantes (line 11) C) armis (line 12) D) navem (line 12) 

38. Id (line 13) refers to A) assisting the others off the ship B) taking up arms C) staying on the ship D) ramming the enemy ship 

39. From lines 13-14, we learn that the sailors were saved because A) they were roped together B) they swam to safety 

C) they were picked up by the enemy D) they hid in the hold of their ship 

40. We conclude from lines 14-16 that Chabrias rejected A) a well-deserved reward B) disgraceful survival C) an honest death 

D) fighting hand to hand with the enemy 
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2010 NATIONAL LATIN EXAM 
TRANSLATION KEY 


INTRODUCTION TO LATIN 

The two friends are walking to a stream. Marcus sees money in the middle of the road and shouts, “Look at the money in the road!” 

Julius hurries to the money. He holds the money in his hand and shouts, “The money is mine!” 

“But I saw the money first,” Marcus replies. Soon the friends are fighting. A sailor comes. He sees the friends and shouts, “Don’t fight. It is necessary for you 
to hold a contest!” 

Julius says, “We ought to sail around the island.” 

“No! I want to swim,” Marcus replies. 

The sailor says, “Marcus ought to swim and Julius ought to sail.” 

“Yes!” the friends shout. 

The sailor gives a signal and the friends hurry to the water. The wind is good; Julius sails faster. But soon the wind stops, and Marcus touches the finish line first. 

The sailor shouts, “Marcus is the victor!" and gives the money to Marcus. 

LATIN I 

For three years there was a plague in the city (of) Rome. And so Roman priests sent ambassadors to Greece. The ambassadors were seeking aid from Aesculapius, the god 
of healing. The Roman men came to the temple of the god. Suddenly the Romans saw a serpent. The serpent was leaving the temple and was moving slowly to the sea. The 
serpent climbed up into the Roman ship. At first the sailors fled from the ship because they were frightened. Soon they returned because they perceived the serpent to be the god. 
The serpent hid in the middle of the ship. The sailors gave food and water to the serpent. Finally after six days the sailors came to the city (of) Rome. The serpent climbed down 
from the ship and swam to the island in the Tiber river. On account of the arrival of the serpent the Romans were happy because the plague was no longer in the city. 

LATIN II 

Once there was living in Lydia a king’s shepherd, Gyges by name. On a certain day, (while) tending the sheep, he came upon the body of a man of unusual size. On the 
finger of this man was a golden ring which Gyges took off and placed on his own finger. When he had tumed the gem of this ring to his palm, Gyges was being seen by no one, 
but he himself was able to see all things. After he had tumed the gem from his palm back into place, all were able to see him again. And so with the help of this ring, he killed 
the king, and he removed those whom he was thinking were standing in the way. No one was able to see him in these evil deeds because he had tumed the gem to his palm. Thus 
immediately the shepherd was made king of Lydia. 

Are we able to judge that Gyges (to be) wise? Not at all! A wise man is always a good man even if no one is able to observe him. Honest things, not secret things, are 
sought by wise men. 

LATIN III 

A certain cow of wondrous size was considered an omen. For soothsayers announced, “Whoever will have sacrificed this cow to Diana, that one’s state is going to rule all 
lands.” A Sabine farmer was hoping that this wondrous cow would give power to his state. On the first day suitable for a sacrifice, the farmer led the cow with him to Rome to 
the temple of Diana and stationed it before the altar. Meanwhile, the same words had reached the priest of the temple of Diana. There the Roman priest, since the wondrous size 
and fame of the cow had moved him, mindful of those words, thus addresses the Sabine: “You are not, stranger, preparing to make a sacrifice to Diana impurely, are you? Why 
(do you) not purify yourself beforehand in the Tiber River which flows in the nearest valley? Touched by religion, the stranger, who wanted to do everything according to ritual, 
so that the outcome would correspond to the omen, immediately went down to the Tiber. Meanwhile, with the stranger absent, the Roman priest sacrificed the cow to Diana. 

LATIN III-IV PROSE 

At dawn on August 24 dense masses of dark clouds obscured the happy light of the sun. Soon raging winds feli on the city, (winds) from whose violence the groaning of 
the mountains was heard. Having followed these things, a horrific trembling of the earth destroyed the city itself and the suburban places. Immediately, because very many 
buildings were standing on the slope of the hilis, some feli on top of others with an immense sound of ruins. The peaks of the houses were resounding with the various shouts of 
men seeking repeatedly [their] spouses and children. Many died beneath the very weights of [their] falling houses. Certain ones, covered up to their neck, although they could 
have been saved if anyone had helped, were killed by a lack of aid. Others were hanging, impaled by the sharp points of wood sticking out. Seceral, killed by one blow, [who 
were] a little before men, now were seen as heaps of bodies. And a greater part of the buildings and people would have been able to survive, if, in rapid course, the fires through 
five days and nights had not bumed up whatever was able to be consumed. 

LATIN III-IV POETRY 

Meanwhile the cavalry, sent ahead from the Latin city, while the rest of the legion drawn up on the plain was delaying, were going and bringing answers to king Turnus, 
three hundred (cavalry men) all with shields, with Volcens their leader. And now they were approaching the camp and coming up to the walls when they see from afar those (i.e. 
Euryalus and Nisus) turning on the left path, and in the faintly gleaming shade of night the helmet betrayed unmindful Euryalus, and it gleamed turned to the rays (of the moon). 
It did not go unnoticed. Volcens shouts from his line of march, “Stand stili, men! What is the reason for your joumey? Or who are you in amis? Or where are you holding your 
route?” They offered nothing in retum, but they hastened their flight into the woods and trusted the night. 

LATIN V-VI 

He hisses—Nature has left (only) this speech to him. His wife, beating her bare breast with her hand, exclaims: “Cadmus, remain yourself, O unfortunate one, strip off 
these monstrosities! Cadmus, what is this? Where are your feet, your shoulders and your hands, and your complexion, and your face and, as I speak, everything? Why, O gods, 
do you not also tum me into the same serpent?” She had spoken; he was licking (kissing) the face of his wife and he was going into the beloved bosom, as if he recognized (it), 
and he was giving embraces and seeking the accustomed neck. Whoever is present (and the companions were) is terrified: but she strokes the lubricious neck of the crested 
serpent, and suddenly there are two and they creep, in an intertwined coii, until they went into the hiding places of the grove placed nearby; and now, they neither flee mankind, 
nor do they harm (them) with a wound; and, as peaceful serpents, they remember what they were before. 

Chabrias, however, perished in the Social War in this way. The Athenians were attacking Chios. There was in the fleet Chabrias, a private Citizen, but he went before 
(surpassed) all who were in charge, and the soldiers looked to him rather than those who were in charge. This thing hastened death for him. For while he was eager to be the first 
to enter the harbor (of the Chians), and he ordered his pilot to steer his ship there, he himself was his own destructi on. For when he had penetrated to that place (the harbor), the 
rest (of the ships) did not follow. After this was done, having been surrounded by the running-together of the enemy, although he fought very bravely, his ship, having been 
struck by the beak (of the enemy ship), began to sink. Although he could have escaped from here (the ship), if he had thrown himself into the sea, because the fleet of the 
Athenians was coming up to pick up swimming sailors, he preferred to die rather than, having thrown down his weapons, to abandon the ship in which he had been conveyed. 
The others did not want to do that: they arrived into safety by swimming. But he, thinking that an honorable death was superior to a shameful life, fighting hand to hand, was 
killed by the weapons of the enemy. 
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